We hope that you are all well and you have received your welcome
letter and admissions form
If you need any help with the admissions form please contact the
office:
St George’s Primary School 01305 820520
If following this presentation you have any questions please
don’t hesitate to contact the Reception Team:
Reception@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk

About this PowerPoint
We have put together this PowerPoint to provide you with
information about our Reception classroom and for ideas
about how you can help to prepare your child for starting school
in September.

Transition
 We have been in contact with all pre-schools and visited each setting meeting.
 We have arranged a Teddy Bears Picnic so that we can all get together and have a
play on the school field.

 We have arranged some ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for you to come along with your
child. This will give you the opportunity to see your child’s classroom and chat with
the teachers.
 It would be really helpful if you could complete an ‘All About Me’ sheet with your

child. This will help us to settle your child at the beginning of the year. Please
include any other information you feel is important.
You will find the ‘All About Me’ document under this PowerPoint
 You can post your All About Me to St. George’s Primary School, Clarence Road,
Portland. DT5 2BD
 Alternatively you can email it: Reception@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk

How will my child learn
 We have high expectations and well established routines to support your child in their
transition to ‘big school’ .
 We are extremely flexible and adaptable to ensure that your child has a happy and safe start
to life at St. George’s .
 Please take some time to look at ‘What to Expect, when?’ as you can find out more about
how your child learns and develops during their first five years in relation to the Early Years
Foundation Stage.
https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/03/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_WEB.pdf

 We will continue to teach from The Early Years Curriculum which your children have been
following at pre-schools, so many things will be quite similar.
 There were a few changes to the curriculum last year. If you wish to read in-depth information
about the framework please click on this link which will take you to the Government Website:

New EYFS_framework.pdf

Early Years Foundation Stage Framework 2021
The EYFS curriculum is split into Prime and Specific areas

The prime areas are important because they lay the foundations for children’s success in all other areas of
learning and of life.
The Prime Areas of learning are:
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development;
 Communication and Language;
 Physical Development.
The specific areas provide the range of experiences and opportunities for children to broaden their knowledge
and skills:
The Specific Areas of learning are:
 Literacy;
 Mathematics;
 Understanding the World;
 Expressive Arts and Design.
At the end of the Reception year, pupils are benchmarked against the Early Learning Goals for each
area. Attainment is described as either: emerging (working below the expected level) or expected (working at
the expected level) and these are reported to parents in the end-of-year written report.

The Reception Team
 Our Reception class teachers are:

Class RG – Miss. Garrard (EYFS leader)
Class RW – Mr. Wilson
 Our Reception teaching assistants are:

Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Ingram and Mrs. Whiles.
 We have worked together for many years! We are an experienced,

caring and dedicated Early Years team.
Please click on this link to see our photos.
https://stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk/meet-our-staff/

My classroom
Here’s a little video that you can share with your child. It
shows the classroom and outdoor areas. Please talk to
them about what they can see and answer any questions
that they may have. There will be two classes sharing the
classroom and we all work and play together.
You will find this video in 2 parts under this PowerPoint

What can I do at home to
prepare my child
Listening and talking is vital. Please try to:





sing nursery rhymes everyday
read books every day, especially bedtime stories
count every day, both reciting and counting objects accurately
play games – eye spy, board games, card games, active games such as hide
and seek

“A chatty child is a happy child!”
Tiny Happy People has lots of wonderful language and communication
activities for children up to 5 years and includes a section on Nursery
rhymes and songs. There is also tips and advice about how to look
after your child’s mental health: https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

I can look after myself
A child who can look after themselves will be more confident at
school. Here are our top tips:
• Practise going to the toilet, wiping their own bottom and flushing (the
•
•

•
•
•

•

expectation is that your child is toilet trained before starting school)
Practise washing their hands properly for 20 seconds
Practise blowing their nose and putting the tissue in the bin
Practise dressing and undressing themselves every day, including fastening
up their coats
Feed themselves - open packets, peel fruit and use a knife and fork
Practise tidying up their own toys and helping with chores at home
Practise following 2 instructions such as ‘Put on your shoes and get your
coat please’

I am ready for big school
• Practise sharing their toys and talking in turns when playing games
• Practise making marks with pencils, pens, chalk and paint
• Practise writing their name, using correct upper case and lower case letters
• Take control of that pencil! Children need to learn how to hold a pencil correctly.
This link will explain why and suggests ideas how to develop fine motor skills:
http://kidlink.net.au/classroom-tips-series-pencil-grasp/

…And remember that every child is different and starts with different abilities.
Please talk to your child’s preschool as a first point of contact if you have any
questions or concerns about being ‘School ready’.

If you wish to know more about being ‘school ready’ please click on this link:
https://www.pacey.org.uk/working-in-childcare/spotlight-on/being-schoolready/

Tapestry
 This online journal ensures that you can be involved with

your child’s learning.
 We post what we have been doing in school so that you
can share and talk about their experiences at school.
 It also gives you the opportunity to share what they have
been doing at home – they really enjoy sharing their
experiences with their friends in school.

You will find more information in the Tapestry
PowerPoint

Class Dojo
 Class Dojo is an interactive reward system that allows parents to see what

and how well their children are achieving in school.
 Class Dojo informs parents when their child is rewarded with a Dojo point,
and what it is for. Dojo points are given for a variety of reasons and
encourage children to participate happily and fully in school life.
 Parents will also be able to view their child’s involvement through the
‘Class Story’ and ‘School Story’.
At the beginning of the Autumn Term we will send out a letter with the
information you need to sign up to Class Dojo.

At school we provide
 Free school meals – You will find information on this under this PowerPoint

 A free book bag: The school Parent Teacher Association (PTA) provides each

Reception child with a book bag free of charge. Please name the book bag. Some
parents like to attach a key-ring or decoration so that their child can quickly identify
their own book bag.
 A free snack each day : The snack is always a fruit or vegetable, usually either an

apple, banana, carrot, tomato, orange or raisins. We never know what will arrive – it
is a surprise! You are welcome to provide your child with fruit or a vegetable from
home for them to eat at snack time if it gives you peace of mind that it is a snack
that they will eat.
 Free milk: All children under 5 will receive milk free of charge. Once your child

turns 5 they can only receive milk if you apply and pay for it online or your child is in
receipt of free school meals.
https://www.coolmilk.com/

Your child will need:
 School uniform: Consists of black shoes, white polo shirt, black or grey

trousers/skirts, maroon sweatshirts (crew neck) or cardigan with
school logo.
 A PE kit: This consists of a white t-shirt, black shorts and plimsolls.
Please ensure every part of the PE kit is named in permanent marker.
For more information about school uniform please click on this
link https://stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk/forms/
 Every day: Please bring in a named bottle which will be taken home

each day to be refilled. Children should only bring water to drink.
squash.

Pupil premium
 The funding is currently £1,345 for a primary age pupil. This

funding cannot be accessed unless a child’s parent/guardian
applies.
 Although your child will receive a universal free school meal
please still apply for Pupil Premium as you may be entitled to
other benefits, such as a £40 uniform grant.
 Pupil Premium will also provide extra funding for St. George’s
Primary School to invest in your child’s learning.

You will find more information in a document under
this PowerPoint

We can’t wait to meet you!
Thank you for taking time to read this Power Point.

If you have any queries about any of this information
please email the Reception Team at:
Reception@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk
Please talk to your child’s preschool provider if you have
any questions about how you can help them best
prepare for big school.
See you soon!

