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3rd January 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas.  May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.   
 
We are all aware of the news which brings home the uncertainty of Covid-19 along with the ever changing 
restrictions within the UK.  As Headteacher, I am very aware of the importance of education and the necessity 
of having all our children back in school.   
 
Some of you may have mixed feelings and are worried about the transmission of the virus that is affecting us 
all.  My role as Headteacher is to assure you that the safety of your children, my staff and others in the 
community is paramount at all times.  You have all helped us so much in maintaining everybody’s welfare 
since we returned to school in June 2020.  Despite the very high levels of infection in the UK I doubt very 
much that the Government will enforce a lockdown as we experienced last March.  The additional factor of a 
further strain of the virus which is highly transmittable has made us all aware of the importance of working 
together to minimise school closure and closure of class bubbles with periods of isolation. 
 
To this end I must inform you that I have received notifications from the majority of staff who have taken 
advice from their Unions and Sage.  The advice Sage and the Unions gave told staff that due to the alarming 
rate of infection in recent weeks that returning to school is not safe. I must further inform you that St George’s 
Primary School will be closed for 2 weeks other than for keyworker children and children who are receiving 
support from external agencies.  Scientific advice has stated that the new variant is highly infectious and 
infection rates have increased significantly since the schools closed.  This action is to protect pupils and their 
families, staff, colleagues and our community.   
 
Our staff are incredibly hardworking, dedicated and caring people who have our full support.  This decision 
has not been taken lightly and remote learning will be sent through to all children via Dojo during this time.  If 
you are experiencing difficulty with online learning please contact the school office.   
 
If you are in receipt of the Free School Meal Award you can collect a packed lunch from the Main Entrance 
before 10.00am each day. 
 
If you are a keyworker can you please email the office on: 
office@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk by 10.00 am tomorrow morning stating your child’s name, 
class and your occupation as this facility will begin on Tuesday 5th January.  If your child is receiving 
support from an external agency you will be contacted tomorrow (Monday 4th January) to see if you 
require a place. 

 
St George’s will be closed on Monday 4th January to all children due to the time restrictions to 
implement the new procedures. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
 
Mrs J Luxon  Mrs L Vranch-Wellman 
Headteacher  Chair of Governors 
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