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8th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Thank you for your co-operation and patience during what remains an unsettling time. 
 
I have been impressed with parents willingness to keep St George’s as safe as possible by wearing 
face masks on site and avoiding direct contact with the office. 
 
With the winter months rapidly approaching, I urge all parents to agree with the Flu Vaccination 
which will provide an additional layer of security alongside Covid 19.  Your child will receive the Flu 
vaccination only if you give permission.  A few parents have asked about the process and this will 
be explained fully in due course. 
 
Many of you will be aware of the fact that a few schools in Dorset have a low rate of positive Covid 
cases in what has been up to now, an area of relative safety. 
 
I can assure you all that stringent Risk Assessments are in place across every aspect of school life. 
 
As we strive to achieve a degree of normality, I can understand parents’ worry and caution when 
sending their child/children to school.  May I assure you that I will keep you fully informed should we 
have any Covid cases emerging at St George’s throughout the months ahead. 
 
Various work places outside education are taking various precautions, but schools have a definite 
code of action to adhere to when/if a positive case is reported to me. 
 
I will not hesitate to carry out any relevant procedure to keep everyone safe at St George ’s.  Your 
vigilance has been remarkable, and I must thank you all for your openness and actions following a 
child’s symptoms which may not be clear using Covid guidelines. 
 
Thank you for co-operating when dropping off or collecting your child/children at school.  As you 
know, the reason for 4,5 and 6 parents remaining outside the main gate in order to maintain easy 
access for our Year 1 and 2 parents who use the side exit. 
 
Social distancing outside the gates is important as well as on the school grounds.  A few parents 
have been concerned about social distancing outside the main entrance including smoking.  Please 
try to think of others when waiting or dropping off children. 
 
The support for wearing face masks has been very appreciated and those with NHS lanyards 
indicating personal reasons for not wearing them should be displayed clearly when entering St 
George’s. 
 
Please remember to bring a mask as we cannot keep using our PPE stock.  The majority of adults 
helping us to keep the school safe is impressive. 
 
Due to the onset of darker nights and mornings, we have decided to narrow the gap of staggered 
starts and finishes.  This in turn will help parents who have children in different year groups. 



 
FROM MONDAY OCTOBER 12TH: 

 
     DROP OFF TIME  COLLECTION TIME 

 
RECEPTION    8.45 am   3.15 pm 
 
YEAR 1    8.50 am   3.20 pm 
 
YEAR 2    8.45 am   3.15 pm 
 
YEAR 3    8.45 am   3.15 pm 
 
YEAR 4    8.45 am   3.15 pm 
 
YEAR 5    8.50 am   3.20 pm 
 
YEAR 6    8.50 am   3.20 pm 
 
We have noticed during the first trial that we can bring the times closer to normal school hours as 
the transition period is quick. 
 
Years 3,4,5 and 6 pupils will be dropped off to go home as normal and only Year 3 parents can wait 
on the grassy are next to the cage.  All other parents must wait outside the school gate as before. 
 
Please can parents arrive to drop off or pick up their child/children at the actual time when the pupils 
go in or leave school.  The only parents who need to cover both times may of course remain for the 
two times. 
 
To avoid congestion or lack of social distancing, we must emphasise the need of punctuality and 
accuracy of the times relevant to their child/childrens’ drop off and collection time. 
 
During wet weather, it is important that all pupils arrive on the designated time so that teachers and 
TA s can act promptly during inclement weather conditions. 
 
The number of pupils arriving late has increased and it is essential that all pupils arrive at the correct 
time.  It is not acceptable for children to arrive late with the notion that there is a time span of 
approximately 5-10 minutes.  These delays affect the actual teaching times and staff need to start 
the day promptly.  Lateness also affects your child’s attendance and the Local Authority expects all 
attendance to be monitored closely including the usual Attendance Panels held in school. 
 
The childrens’ learning has been closely studied and we are currently using Intervention for identified 
pupils who may need help to catch up due to the Covid lockdown. 
 
The pupils have been magnificent as ever and although the DFE feared a wave of mental health 
and lost learning, we are impressed with our pupils’ willingness to come to school and enjoy the 
nurture that always exists at St George’s.  This is of course due to the huge care and effort that our 
parents give their children.  From a personal perspective, I can only congratulate you all for the 
amazing preparation you have given your child/children on their return to school. 
 
In addition, the challenges and dedication of my staff has been paramount to this success and I 
cannot thank them enough for their support and hard work to make the return to school life as 
smooth as possible. 
 



Thank you for your partnership using Dojo as a platform for current and possible future Remote 
Learning.  The response has been amazing and if you have any queries, please do not hesitate in 
contact Mr Wilson, IT Lead for help or information. 
 
We do miss our usual interaction with parents during the many school events.  Hopefully the UK can 
return to some normality in the near future. 
 
No doubt you have heard that there have been a few localised Covid cases within a few schools.  
Please do not worry, as any possible exposure at St George’s would be assessed under the DFE’s 
strict protocol and LA guidance.  I would of course keep all parents fully informed should this ever 
arise at our school. 
 
Once again, please follow the advice as follows when reporting a child’s absence: 
 
REPORTING ILLNESS 
 
If your child is absent from school, due to illness, please report this on the school absence line 
(01305 820520 – option 1).  Please leave a message stating your child’s name, class and nature of 
illness/absence, alternatively you can leave a message via the school email: 
 
office@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk 
 
If your child is ill, please refer to the flowchart on the school website.  These can be found on each 
year group’s page.  If your child has 1 or more of Covid symptoms, please telephone 111 for advice.  
If you have been advised to take a test, please can you email the school informing us of the results 
when you receive them. 
 
If parents are ever interested in applying for job vacancies they can look on the Dorset For You 
website.  Currently we are advertising for a part time permanent Midday Supervisor, 7.5 hours a 
week and additional casual workers.   
 
Finally, may I thank all of you for helping us continue the wonderful work at St George’s.  Without 
your strong partnership with us and your personal help and dedication to St George’s the term could 
never have progressed so successfully. 
 
In turn, I must thank my fantastic staff team who work tirelessly for the good of our pupils. 
 
During these uncertain times, I have been heartened by the loyalty of all the parents who helped to 
make returning to school easier than I ever hoped for. 
 
The whole community has always been such a pleasure to serve and I am, as ever, proud to be 
Headteacher of this wonderful school. 
 
My Best Wishes 
 
Mrs J Luxon     
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